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Professional Development:
An Editorial
s educators it is important that we remain
learners who continually strive to
improve our know ledge base as well as
our performance. In the past decade,
professional development activities have evolved
into more meaningful learning experiences with
follow-up support meetings, study groups, teacher
action research, and collaborative study groups. In
addition, the opportunity for teachers to attend
quality national and state conferences contributes
to focused sharing in specific areas of interest. Often
times at such conferences, as much is gained by
dialoging with the participants attending the session
as from the session itself. The Michigan Reading
Association promotes the idea that most teachers
desire learning and that learning has many facets.
Educators can improve professionally by the sharing
and exploration of information with each other, by
writing professionally, as well as reading profession
journals, by speaking or presenting at conferences
and conducting educational research.
Recently, your editors had the opportunity to attend the national conference of the Association of
Teacher Educators. Waiting in line to check in at
the conference, we reflected on the number of educators who traveled from all parts of the world to
learn and share their strategies with each other. In
addition, this particular group runs a parallel conference with high school students who are hoping
to become teachers. They are members of the group
Future Teachers of America. So, not only were we
in line with teachers and teacher educators, but also
high school students. It was exciting to see their
enthusiasm, knowing many of them will soon be
entering one of our colleges or universities to prepare to enter our profession.
Speaking of our profession, our own statewide
conference (MRA) will take place before this journal is completed, printed, and in your hands. As is
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stated in the MRA Position Paper included in this
issue, The Michigan Reading Association exists
in large part to provide professional development
opportunities for educators in the belief that such
learning opportunities will enhance the literacy
of both children and adults. As we look over the
sessions we are planning on attending at this MRA
conference, we see endless opportunities to enhance our understanding of literacy and promote
our own growth. For those of you who had the
opportunity to participate in this phenomenal
conference, we encourage you to share your experiences with others. If for some reason you were
not able to attend this 45 th annual conference,
make plans to attend the summer literacy conference being held in Traverse City from July 25-27
(Registration form - page5).
The key to meaningful professional development lies within each of us. Take the initiative
and begin planning your professional growth activities. Learning is a lifelong adventure.

The Cover
The cover is reflective of the historical period
in reading known as The Initial Period of Emphasis upon Scientific Investigation in Reading
(1911-1925). Nursery tales and rhymes furnished
imaginary and realistic material. During this period there was a new emphasis upon silent reading
and speed. Selections were tested and graded for
school use. Research and experimental work influenced authors at this time. The first separate
and detailed teacher's manual for each grade appeared during this period.
Sincerely,

Lorraine Berak
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Michigan Reading Association - Membership Application
Check all that apply:

Payment:

Your home address determines your voting region:

D Teacher
D Administrator

D Regular Member ........................ ........ $30.00
D Full Time Undergraduate Student .... $10.00
D Parent/Non-Educator ........................ $10.00

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

City, State: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Method of Payment:

County: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _---'-.Zip: _ _ __

•

Titlel

D Paraprofessional
D Adult Education
D Elementary

•
D
D

0

•

D MasterCard

Check

Home Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

VISA

Card Account Number:

Middle
Secondary

I

University

Expiration Date:

I I I 11

I I I 11

I I I 11

[D [D

I I I

D Other _ _ __
Signature (Required on all credit card applications)

I

I am a member of (please circle):
International Reading Association

Yes

No

Local Reading Council

Yes

No

Local Council Name

Sorry NO PURCHASE ORDERS - prepaid orders only. Thank you.
Please remit form with payment to: MRA, 5241 Plainfield Ave NE Ste I, Grand Rapids, MI 49525-1060

The Michigan Reading Association shall comply
with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and with all requirements and regulations
of the state ofMichigan. It is the policy of the Michigan Reading Association that no candidate or
applicant for a position or office in this organization
shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, creed or ancestry, age sex, marital status, or
disability, be discriminated against, excludedfrom participation in, denied the benefits of or otherwise be
subjected to discrimination in any program or activity for which the Michigan Reading Association is
responsible.
The president of the Michigan Reading Association, together with the Executive Committee, shall
ensure that federal and state regulations are complied
with and that any complaints are dealt with promptly
in accordance with the law.
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IT'S STILL GRAND!
1for-ioa..f Si<l(.fe~ 1r-eatlla.t/r,or,~ 1r-Mcleo4er-el(ee
;tf1e/4(fal( Rearltfff lt«fcf(Je1at1ol(
cfllJf(lffe~ L/te~ae? Col(fe~el(ee
July 25-27, 2001

·---------------•

During your stay at
Grand Traverse Resort,
you will enjoy
its grand enticements:

Our GRAND Conference
activities will include:

• World-Class Golf Courses
• Full Service Spa Complex
• Extraordinary Boutiques
& Outlet Shopping
• Health Club & Water Sports
• Sleeping Bear Dunes
• Superb Cuisine
• Lakes, Rivers & Woodlands
• Affordable Lodging
• In-Room Jacuzzis
• Winery Tours

• Keynote Speakers &
Authors /Illustrators
• Roundtable Session
• Breakfast with the Authors
• Writing Circles
• Author's Autographing Party
• Sunset Cruise
• Break-Out Presenters
• Sterling Book Store
•

Register Now and Receive Bonus Incentives!
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ City: _ _ _ _ State: _ _ _ Zip: _ _
Home Phone: ( ) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Work Phone: (
MRA Membership:
No D
Yes D
Membership Number: _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Conference Fees:
$75.00 for Current Members (Membership expires 8/8/01)
$105 for New/Renewing Members (Membership expires 7 / 11/01)
Method of Payment:
Check One:
No Purchase Orders

Card Number:

D
D

•

Check enclosed (Make checks payable to MRA)
Money Order enclosed
M/Card, Exp: ---:...-:..-:...-=-.-.. . . . ......--.,__,visa, Exp: _ _ __

I I 1 1 I I II I I I 1 1 1 I 1 1 1
Signature required on all credit card payments

Mail form and payment to:
Michigan Reading Association • Summer Literacy Conference
5241 Plainfield Avenue, NE • Grand Rapids, Ml 49525
(800) MRA-READ
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